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GENESIS v. 24. 


_ AND E OCE WALKED WITH 
6b, 4ND HE WAS NOT; 
FOR GOD TOOK HIM. 


"x" HE Deity hath never . without ſome 
to ſeek and ſerve him. 
Taz paſſage read, is the record of one of his 
pious votaries, who lived, in an early age of the 
world. St. Jude calls him the feventh from A- 
dam. Remarkable was this perſon: and . 
able was his exit. 
He was a man of eminent virtue. | 
| NoTw1THSTANDING the general corruption of 
manners, which prevailed among men, in his 
day, he ſtood his ground. Like as the firm rock, 
which ſtands unſhaken amidſt the ruſhing ele- 
ments, ſo he bore up againſt the common ſtream 
of practice, nobly maintaining his virtue; by 


— — — — — —U—E—4ͤ— —— — —ᷣn 
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13 conduct, he condemnel the mics 
and approved. himſelf to God. And having, 
through grace, diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by exem- 
plary dee the Moſt High, who loveth righ- 
teouſneſs, was pleaſed to diftinguiſh him, by a 
tranſlation to heaven, without taſting death. To 
heaven, I ſaid, he was taken. The text, indeed, 


does not ſay ſo much, but only, that God ck 


him. Yet, conſidering the affirmation, in con- 
nexion with his character, we are conſtrained to 
think, that he was s really taken to the paradiſe a- 
dove. 

THE great God, many times, is wont to honor 
ſingular virtue, even in this world. | 

SACRED hiſtory acquaints us of his protecting 
the perſons of ſeveral, eminently religious cha- 
racters, by a ſpecial providence; when thouſands 
have fallen at their ſide, and ten thouſands at 


their right hand.—-We are not to think, howe- 


ver, that it was, merely for Enoch's ſake, on ac- 


count of any uncommon ſanctity, which he poſ- 


ſeſſed, that this ſingular favour was granted him. 
Although, we cannot but imagine, that to re- 
ward this, was one thing deſigned, by God, in- 
his tranſlation; yet, doubtleſs, his principal de- 
ſign in this extraordinary providence, related to 
others; and more eſpecially, to ſuch as lived at 


* 
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the ſame period of the world, that the patriarch 
did. 1 
ous defign night be,'to o comfort and ſupport 
en in their condition of mortality and mi- 
ſery. Death had made its entrance into the 
world, and was making ravages every where.— ' 
No queſtion, they who lived, at that day, were 
deeply affected with the proſpect of a diffolutt- 
on ; eſpecially, as all evidence of a future exiſ- 
_ tence ſprung, not from any expreſs revelation 
from heaven, but from the reaſonings of their 
own minds, which, one would think, muſt have 
come very ſhort of giving full ſatisfaction. 
But, allowing that the ſoul's exiſtence, in a fu- 
ture ſtate, might be learned from the principles ot 
natural reaſon, to the full content of the thought- 
ful and inquiſitive - yet, it muſt have been a 
painful proſpect of leaving the body, the dear 
companion of the ſoul, to duſt and worms, ne- 
ver to riſe: and any other proſpect they could 
not entertain, without ſome evidence, above what 
natural light could afford them. Hence, we 


may ſuppoſe, that God, in great tenderneſs t6 


mankind, was pleaſed, by an extraordinary act 
of providence, to aſſure them, that there was a 
ſtate to ſucceed the preſent, in which, they ſhould 
live again-—and in which, they who walk with 


him, in this world, ſhould be bappy. 


— — — —Ü— — - — —— — 
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Bur the principal deſign, we may ſop7 


aimed at, by the Deity, in the tranſlation of E- 
noch, was, to reſtrain the vices of men; and to 


encourage virtue. The human race had fallen 
into a very diſſolute condition -wiekedneſs pre- 


vailed, and ran down like a river, as was juſt 


noticed, Conſequently, the world ſtood in need 


of ſomething, above what it then enjoyed, to 


give a check to growing immorality, and excite 
men to, and ſtrengthen them in, religion. 

Now, as nothing is of equal importance to 
effect theſe ends, like arguments taken from a- 
nother world, we do very rationally conclude, that 
God had a view to this, in the wonderful diſpen- | 
ſation before us. 

ConsIDERING the darkneſs and ignorante ; 
that then overſpread the world, and the almoſt 
univerſal prevalency of vice, it is highly pre- 
ſumeable, that ſome were infidels, as to the mo- 
mentous doctrine of the fſaints' creed (a ſtate of 
future retribution) others wavering, and but few 


full in the belief of it. The baſer ſort might 


ſeoffingly ſay, who is the Almighty that wè ſhould 
ſerve him, and what profit ſhall we have, if we 
ſhould lay reſtraints upon our inchnations—de- 


ny ourſelves and live not for this world, but for 
another? 
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No ow, bete, and all, muſt have fa condi: 
ced, from the tranſlation of Enoch, that the 
doctrine of a ſtate of rewards and puniſhments 

| beyond the grave, was no idle dream, but a 
doctrine very credible; and therefore, that it 
was a moſt dangerous thing to indulge to vice, 
and to lead careleſs, and ungodly lives. N 
. Fox, really, it was none other, than a ſenſible 
proof of another world——a demonſtrative ar- 
gument of the Divine regards to ſincere good- 
neſs—a clear intimation, that thoſe, who ſerve 
' Gop, in body and ſpirit, upon earth, ſhall, in 

: body and ſpirit, be glorified in heaven. 
Tus, ſome of the great and good deſigns of 

God, in the tranſlation of his ſervant. Enoch, 

have been modeſtly conjectured; 

Aw further diſcourſing upon our ſubject, 

I. I ſhal}, firſt, attempt a brief delineation 
of the character therein contained. 

II. An», ſecondly, I ſhall conſider the "g- 
nal favour annexed to it. 

* FriRsr, I ſhall attempt a brief Aber 

of the character contained in our ſubject. 

Ir is contained in a few very expreſſive words. 
Enoch walked with God. Walking, in a literal 
ſenſe, implies the motion of the body from one 
place to another. 


1 | 
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inte writers uſe the piles in a figurative 


ſenſe,” to denote the behaviour of men, in a mo- 
ral view. They tell us of men's walking; in 


the imagination of their hearts; according to 


the courſe of this world ; according to the 


prince of the power of the air,” meaning, that 
they open their hearts to vice; follow the lead 


of appetite and paſſion; oppoſing and 2 


the Divine moral government. 


Trey tell us alſo of men's &« walking in the 
troth ;” © in the laws of the Lord;” in God's 
ſtatutes and judgments,” meaning a courſe of 


life, directly the reverſe of that juſt mentioned: 


AND thus did Enoch walk. His heart was 


right with God—and his life was a tranſcript of 


his moral perfections. He was very happy, in 


the ideas he imbibed, reſpecting' the bleſſed God. 


How he came by them, I ſhall not undertake to 
determine; whether in a way more ordinary, or 


extraordinary; whether, by a particular revelati- 


on, or from the things that are ſeen. However, 
this muſt be granted, that his apprehenſions of 
him were juſt and noble. Hence, he loved his 


character, and with an hearty affection to him, 


and to his ſervice, gave up himſelf to the Lord 
Jehovah, to fear, love, truſt in, and obey him in 
all things. And agreeably to this dedication, 
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he conducted himſelf. At all times, and. in all 
places; in his retirements from the noiſe and 
hurry of a buſy world, as well as when acting 


upon the open theatre of i it, his great care was, 


to conform his temper * ations, to the Divine 
will, 
Ir muſt be 1 "ha all God's Pls 
have had their moral blemiſhes, Enoch not ex- 
cepted. However, human frailties excepted, he 
ſtood in a qualified ſenſe, perfect and len 
in the whole will of God. 
Taz plain language of the text nocatlurity. 

_ implies, that he poſſeſſed a right ſpirit toward 
God, and led a life correſpondent thereto. 
Can two walk together, except they be agreed? * 
days the prophet. The queſtion implies a ſtrong 
negation, to the truth of which, the oracle of 
our own breaſt bears teſtimony, Scarce any 
thing is more clearly dictated to us, by the 
light and reaſon of our own minds, than that a 
likeneſs of diſpoſition and manners, is the great 
baſis of agreeable fellowſhip and communion. 
Wr fee, in a moment, that light cannot have 
fellowſhip with varkack, nor Chant, or God, 

with (Beal, 


Amos iji,—3. 
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Bzs10ts, the honourable teſtimony which the 
Author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews gives of 
Enoch, may be adduced, as an invincible proof 
of the point under conſideration. His words 


are, „Before his tranſlation, he had this teſti. 
mony, chat he pleaſed God.“ This could not 
have been true, had he not been a man 1 of a 
thorough good character. 


God will have the ſubmiſſion: WW; wy Aus, - 
without which nothing in the life and converſa- 
tion, can be well-pleaſing to him; And no won- 
der! for, the moſt ſpecious external appearances _ 
of religion, withour the reality, in the heart, are 
none other than the ſhell and carcaſe 118 it, with= 


out the life, or ſubſtance. | 92 32.3 


ALTRouUGH actions good, as to the matter of 


them, are to be encouraged; yet, it muſt be 


granted, that none can be pleaſing to God, any 
further, than they flow from a fenſe 5 a re- 
gard to, him. Reaſon, as well as ſcripture, teach- 


es, that religion ever did, and muſt ſpring from 


God, and centre in him. It may be worthy of 
notice here, that the ſame apoſtle ſays, further, 
concerning this patriarch, © By faith Enoch was 
tranſlated, that he ſhould nor ſee death.” Now, 


this faith, of which, ſuch zotice was taken, we 


are conſtrained to think, was of an extenſive in- 
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Fiviies; porifiing the heart, as aw as reform. 
ing the life. | 

And the truth; no doubt, was, «his taken in 5 | 
connexion with the good and uſeful paſſions, 
which it awakened up in his mind, and called 
forth to his aid, it formed him to a 's completes: reli- 
gious character. OT | | 

As I conceive of the matter, the belief and 
ſenſe he entertained of the Divine perfections, 
were ſuch, as that he was affected and influenced 
by them, ſuitably to their reſpective natures.— 
While God's attributes. of majeſty and greatneſs, 
ſuch as power, holinefs and juſtice; excited in 
him a holy awe and fear, which made him dread 
his diſpleafure—his mild and gentle attributes, 
fuch as love, mercy and goodneſs, engaged his 
hope and truſt in him, and attrafted his. higheſt 
veneration and love. —Hence, he was won to 
God, and walked with him. Thus have we con- 
ſidered a holy walk with God, with a E 
reference to Enoch. 
Ax any diſpoſed to enquire, what may the 
character i import, when applicd to chriſtian pro- 
feſſors? I anſwer, nearly the ſame ; for, they 
have the ſame God to walk with, that Enoch 
had, the ſame prevailing good diſpoſition toward 
him, and unreſerved dedication of themſelves to | 
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him are required and alſo, the ſame govern- 
ing principle of action. The chriſtian, as well 
as Enoch, muſt walk by faith, not by ſight. But 
then, it muſt be carefully obſerved, that the 
chriſtian profeſſor and Enoch, have not the ſame 
rule of faith: the goſpel is our rule of faich: and 
| manners, but i it was not his, 

Ir might be ſufficient for his, and his cotem- 
poraries acceptance, upon the plan of grace, to 
attend to the volume of nature, and from thence, 
ſpell out the inviſible things of God learn 
their duty, in its various branches, together with 
the arguments to practiſe it; and in the ſinceri- 
ty of their hearts, give up themſelves to God; 
and conſcientiouſly act, in conformity to the beſt 
light and knowledge they were in a capacity to 
obtain. 

Bur we, who have the ak of. inſpiration 
put into our hands, muſt attend to that. Not, 
indeed, to a total excluſion of that of nature; 
but, the word of God, more eſpecially the goſpel, 
muſt be our great and governing rule. By this, 
we are to form our ſentiments of the bleſſed 
God. Here, we are to learn what we are to be- 
lieve and practiſe in general, as to all matters 
and things relating to us as Sion's travellers. — 

And from hence, we are to furniſh ourſelves with 
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motives to excite us to, and animate us in; a re- 
ligious courſe of life. In a word; our faith muſt 


be evangelic—our tempers, and the general te- 


nor of our actions the ſame— taking their riſe 
from goſpel- arguments. In this, in my appre- 
henſion, lies the whole difference between walks 
ing with God as chriſtians, and as Enoch did. 
_ © Trzrx,is one property, belonging to this ho- 
Iy walk, common to all engaged in it, which I 
muſt juſt mention; I mean progreſs. T he 
phraſe to walks; as applied to the body, denotes 
progreſs,” and when uſed in a metaphorical ſenſe, 
as in the text, it implies as much. Not to groß 
better, is commonly to grow worſe. This does 
not .comport with the character of one bound . 
for heaven, and who eſs to be on his way 
thitherward. ants 
Taz wiſe man likens'< the path of che juſt to 
the riſing light, which ſhines more and more un- 
to the perfect day. f And experience confirms 
the propriety of this compariſon. The progreſs 
of all, tis true, is not the ſame. Some walk with 
nimbler ſteps than others, and go a great way in 
a little while. Good habirs ſtrengthen apace. 
All chriſtian graces ripen—and their character 
grows more and more reputable and uſeful. 


F Prov, iv.—18. 
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Bur where is the real chriſtian, who is entire- 


| ly at a ſtand? Many there are, who go on low. 


ly. and heavily—their obedience i is not uninter- 
rupted, but attended with many relapſes; not- 


| withſtanding, by degrees and in the main, they 


gain ground upon their corruptions, and really 


are in a progreſſive ſtate toward perfection. 


_ Ir is more than time, that we paſs to A oth- 
er thing propoſed, which is 5 
12 T1. Secondly, to conſider the Gang) favour 

of providence . vouchſafed to Enoch. God 
took him.” We may conſider the favour, not 


as peculiar to the patriarch, but as common to 
all of his character. It is expreſsly ſaid of him, 
that, God took him,” and the aſſertion holds 


true, with reſpect to all that walk in his ſteps— | 


God has, does, and will take them. Do.any 


aſk; whither will he take them? 1 anſwer; to 
himſelf, or to the ſame happy regions, where 
Enoch was taken — not indeed, in the ſame man- 
ner, he did him — not without ſeeing, or taſting 
death No, my hearers. It is appointed to man 
once to die.“ But two, ſince the creation of man 
upon earth, have been, without taſting death, 
caught up alive, in their united nature, into the 
unſcen world; Enoch, under the diſpenſation of 
nature, and Elijah, under the diſpenſation of 
* Heb. ix.—27. 
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the law. Indeed, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, under 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel; aſcended to heay- 
en in his whole man; but not without firſt ſub- 
mitting to the laws of mortality. 
|  Anv it is worthy of notice here, that although 

this Divine perſon hath taken part with us, a- 
gainſt our laſt enemy, and is faid to have aboliſh- 

ed death (which is true in a large ae, yet, he 
has procured none an exemption from it no, 
not even his deareſt friends and favourites. In 
this, they muſt be conformed to him, their Head. 
As he paſſed through the dark valley, and dran 
of the bitter cup, ſo muſt they. 

« The tall, the wiſe, * er rend bead, 
Muſt lie as low as ours. 

Taz ſentence of death, pronounced * 
Adam, extends to us, it ſtands unrepealed, and 
muſt be executed upon all, the laſt generation of 
men that ſhall ſtand up on this earth, only ex- 
cepted. 

Bor, notwithſtanding, there is no diſcharge in 
this war, and our bodies muſt fall a prey to death, 
and be left in great obſcurity, God will, at death, 
provided ye walk with him, take our better part, 
the ſoul, to himſelf. Death ſhall have no ſooner 

done its office, and thrown down theſe houſes of 
clay, than our ſpirits 2 wing their way to 
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God, who gave them. Yes, my hearers, then, 
by the miniſtration of good angels, our ſouls 
ſhall be convoyed to the world of reſt.and en- 
Joyment, to be forever with the Lord. 

Trvs he took the ſovl of his dear Son, when 


he died a ſacrifice for fin, and that of the peni- 


tent thief, who ſuffered with him, when their 
bodies were left hanging on the croſs. | 

THrvs, he took the ſoul of St. Stephen, when 
his body fell under a ſhower of ſtones. 

Tuus, he hath taken the ſouls of all Godly 
ones, in all periods of the world, at their diſſolu- 
tion. And thus he will continue to do, to the 
conſummation of all things. 

Axpo can we reaſonably wiſh for any thing be- 
yond this? To be ſure, this ſhould content us. 
I would aſk, is it very material, whether the bo- 
dy be immediately taken up, together with the 
ſoul? What if it does tarry behind, for a ſea- 
ſon ? The ſoul is the Perſon, and if it be well 
with that, it matters not ſo much for the body. 
But, however the matter may appear to us it is 
enough for the preſent, that God ſhews the ſouls 


of ſuch as walk with him, the path of life, 
while he leaves their fleſh to reſt in hope, until 


the reſurrection. 


Oua ſubje& would admit of a uſeful improve- 
ment. | 


* 
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- In reflecting upon it, and what hath been of- 
fered from it, we are naturally led into an exa- 
mination of ourſelves, with reſpect to our courſe 
of action, in a moral view, whether we are walk 
ing with God, and are in the way which leadeth . 
to life; or whether we are walking contrary to 
him, in the broad road, which leadeth to death. 

Tuxsk are points of enquiry, of too much 

importance, not to be ſettled. Painful, and e- 
ven ſhocking is the thought, that any ſhould 
walk on in the dark, os in a courſe of life, of 
which they know not the iſſue. 
- » SurzLy, we ſhould not reſt, without ſuch a 
teſtimony. as Enoch had—that we do ſo walk, as 
to pleaſe God. No, we. ſnould not reſt, without 
the moſt rational and ſatisfactory evidences; that 
we are ſo intereſted in his love, through Chriſt, 
as that he will remember us, in our expiring mo- 
ments, with the favour he bears to his choſen, 
and receive our immortal ſpirits, when diſlodged 
from the body, to the arms of his mercy, and 
Joys of his kingdom. 

IT might be noticed alſo, that our ſubje& 
contains an argument of ſingular energy to in- 
fluence men to religion. Such as are ſtrangers 
to it, muſt, I think, find themſelves urged to en- 
ter upon an holy walk with God. | 
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Ta2s: of this character, unleſs they be ſtrange- 
ly. ſtupid, and fool- hardy, muſt tremble at the 
thought of being, in the gloomy trying ſeaſon of 
death, deſerted by God, and left, immediately. 
vpon their ſouls quitting the body, to fall into. 
the hands of evil angels, to be dragged by. 


them to the place of weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth, forever. All thoſe of this 


unhappy character, muſt, upon a moment's re- 
flection, conceive of it as a thing infinitely de- 


ſireable, when they come to die, to have God 


ſtand by them, and upon breathing their laſt, to 
find themſelves in the hands of good angels, to 
be conducted to the place, exempt from miſery, 
and replete with happineſs. Under the preſent 
view of things, can any think of perſiſting, in 
their own forbidden way? Can eny of you do 
any other, © than turn your feet into the way of 
God's commands, and walk with him?“ | 

For your encouragement, let me affure you, 
God's grace in, and hy the goſpel, is ſufficient 
for you, to which you may be welcome. O im- 
plore it, and improve it, and become wiſe and 
happy. I might add, our ſubje&, and what hath 
been offered from it, are adapted to animate 
thoſe in religion, who have entered upon it.— 


Who of us do not need quickening ? Are not 
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che beſt ready to load themſclves with ſevere 
cenſures, that they have kept up no cloſer walk 
with God? Do they not, at times, let down their 
watch and guard, and ſuffer evil paſſions and af- 
fections to grow upon them? Do they not, at 
times, remit as to zeal and diligence, and go on in 
a heartleſs manner ? In a word, how little hath 
there been, at ſeaſons of the life and power of re- 
ligion, ta diſtinguiſh their walk, Hom that of o- 
ther men? 

WHAT we have been hearing, can hendly fail, 
if duly attended to, of having a deſireable effect. 

SURELY, the proſpect of being caught up to 
God, and introduced into an exceeding great and 
glorious happineſs, muſt inſpire us with ſuch an 
holy warmth and animatidn of ſoul, as that we 
ſhall run, and not be weary, walk and not faint. 

Bur I haſten to the main thing which led me 
to make choice of the ſubject before us, to diſ- 
courſe from at this time. This, you are all ap- 
priſed, was, to do honor to the memory of your 
late worthy paſtor, and my dear friend. And you 
at once ſee that the character therein contained, 
applies to him. In my apprehenſion, it does 
moſt obviouſly. He as truly walked with God, 
as did the patriarch ; in the ſame ſpirit, and in 
the ſame ſteps. In him the great principles of a 
Divine and heavenly life had place. 
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Hs believed in God, „ believed that he is, 
and that he is a Rewarder of all thoſe who dili- 
gently ſeek him.” The apprehenſions he imbi- 
bed of his perfections, and of his deſigns of love 
and mercy in Chriſt toward them who walk with 
him, were deep rooted, and habitually influenti- 
al. He formed them, not merely or chiefly from 
the more obſcure notices given of the Deity in 
his works of creation and providence; but from 
the more clear manifeſtations made of him by 
his Son. The whole revelation which this Di- 
vine Meſſenger brought down from heaven, and 
introduced into the world, was an object of his 
unſhaken faith. And it gained, not only the aſ- 
ſent of his underſtanding, but reached his heart. 
He ſo believed it, and all it's intereſting truths, 
as to be affected and influenced by them, accord- 
ing to their nature and importance. 

By them his temper was formed, and his life 
regulated. n 

By them, through a Divine influence co- -ope- 
rating, he was brought nigh to God by ſanctifi- 
cation, and walked with him. | 

Ueown enquiry it may be ſeen, that he walk- 
ed with God in every point of view. 

He did fo in ſecret. It is true, none of us 
were witneſſes of his ſecret tranſactions with the 
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Deity. But, conſidering his exemplarineſs in o- 
ther parts of religion, would it not be a crimi- 
nal breach of chriſtian charity, to doubt of his 
having kept up a conſtant converſe and com- 
munion with God in the cloſet, and in all the 
private walks of life? Doubtleſs, amidſt all the 
works of God, he walked as with God, ſeeing 
and enjoying HIM, in every thing. He walk- 
ed with God in the family, diſcharging the con- 
jugal and paternal duties of it with all fidelity. 

As a huſband, he was moſt pleaſant and kind; 

as a father, indulgent and tender. What prudent 
9 advices, and uſeful inſtructions, did his neareſt 
connexions receive at his mouth ! How ſooth- 
ing and reviving was his converſation to them 
in afflictive ſeaſons ! In a word did he not lay 
himſelf out, to the utmoſt, to make them all vir- 
tuous, uſeful and happy? _ 

Hz walked with God, as a miniſter of the 
goſpel. He had a juſt ſenſe of the importance 
of his ſacred office, and magnified it. The great 
deſign of it, even the glory of God in the ſalvati- 
on of men, lay near his heart, and was an object 
he had conſtantly in view. For the advancement 

of this, he labored and did not faint; more el- 
pecially among you, where God in his providence 
was pleaſed to place him. So deeply did he in- 
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tereſt himſelf in this moſt i important. deſign, that 
to promote it, he grudged no labor or pains, of 
which his health and ſtrength would admit. 
Were you ſtraitened in him? Did he withold any 
thing which he thought might be an happy 
mean of eee you to yield yourſelves the 
true ſubjects of the goſpel, and fo ſharing in it's 
glorious and happy effects? On the contrary, did 
he not © declare to you the whole counſel of 
God?“ Did he not uſe his beſt endeavors to 
promote among you the moſt uſeful know- 
ledge ? Were not his diſcourſes well adapted 
to poſſeſs your minds with worthy engaging 
views of the bleſſed God, and of the bleſſed 
Jeſus ? Did he not, with accuracy, point out, 
the goſpel way to the Divine favor and heaven, 
through the mediation of Chriſt ? In ſhort, was 
he not at pains to enrich your underſtandings 
with the ineſtimable treaſure of * truths in 
general ? 
Bor he did not ſtop here, with feeding you 
with wiſdom and underſtanding, or with com- 
municating to you a good doctrinal knowledge 
of things ſacred ; but-fain would he have diffu- 
ſed among you a true ſpirit of chiſtianity. Moſt 
gladly would he have led you all to Chriſt, to a 
cordial ſubmiſſion to him in all his mediatorial 


A Funeral Armes LE 25 


a characters. To this: end the art. of. perſuaſion 
vas tried upon you. | The promiſes, and threat- 
nings, together with all the great motives of 
chriſtianity, were from time to time held up to 
your view and dwelt upon, with that ſeriouſ- 
neſs and animation, which the importance of 
prevailing upon you for your good to your 
falvation did require. All the ſprings of acti- 
on implanted in the human breaſt, were applied 
to, tender ſeaſons improved, and every promi- 
ſing method adopted. I dare appeal to you for 
the ſincerity and earneſtneſs of his endeavors to 
perſuade you to ſhew yourſelves men and chriſ- 
tians. You cannot forget how conſtant, ſefious 
and fervent, his prayers were for you : how af- 
fectionate his entreaties and exhortations, when 
< as an ambaſſador of Chriſt he beſought you, in 
his ſtead, to be reconciled unto God.” 

In his walk with God as a miniſter, his exam- 
ple, as well as preaching, requires attention. This 
was of a tenor with his preaching ; yea, it was a 
kind of continual living ſermon, co-operating 
with his public exhibitions, to perſuade men to 
love and live to God. He, by the grace of God, 
maintained the rights of reaſon and conſcience 
againſt the invaſions of appetite and paſſion ; 
and acted up. to * of the goſpel. Sel: 
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dom, indeed, do good inſtructions, come how 
_ advantageouſly recommended, and enforced by 
their author's life and converſation, than did. his. 


« Ve are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily and 
juſtly and unblameably he behaved himſelf among 
you.“ His life was an aſſemblage of all chriſtian 
virtues and graces. By ſome, his character was 


more adorned than by athers, but none were lack- 


ing. 

In him, meekneſs and centleneſs. did ſhine 
with a conſpicuous luſtre. The rougher paſſi- 
ons ſeemed to have no power over him; while | 
a meek, gentle, quiet ſpirit, which, © in- the 
fight of God is an ornament of great price,” he' 
drank in and exhibited in the general courſe of 
his life. When he was reviled, he. reviled not 
again, but was gentle to all men. He in meek- 
neſs inſtructed thoſe who oppoſed themſelves, 
and bleſſed all by his prayers. 

HumiLiTY may be reckoned another emi- 
nent trait in his character. To haughty forbid- 
ding airs, and to all appearances of pride, he 
was a perfect ſtranger. So far was he from keep- 
ing his inferiors at a diſtance, as to be always ea- 


fy of acceſs, and his carriage free, familiar and 


pleaſant. The knowledge he acquired, was not 
of the ſort which puffeth up. He was, in the 
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opinion of thoſe ES . him, a very uncom- 
mon inſtance of greatneſs and humility meeting 

in the ſame perlon. 

Wu ar a pattern was he of benevolence! he 
loved good men as ſuch, and even extended his 
kind regards to thoſe of a very different charac- 
ter, for he moſt heartily wiſhed the happineſs of 
all. And the graces that did not mark his cha- 
racter ſo deeply, were conſpicuous e enou Shi in it, to 
evety attentive obſerver. 

How ſober and temperate was he! The bodi- 
hy appetites ſcemed uniformly governed by the 
noble principle of reaſon. Never was he known, 
I believe, to be guilty of great and criminal in- 
dulgences, or to tranſgreſs the laws of e . 
moderation. 
HF was peaceable. The pacific ſpiri & the 
goſpel, he largely imbibed. He loved peace, 
and as much as in him lay, lived peaccably with 
all men. 

He was pitiful. Miſery with him was ſacred. 
Hes was catholic. Every party, as ſuch, he 
| Gifliked, and loved good men, indiſcriminately, of 
all denominations. The engaging ornament of 
modeſty ſhone bright in him. While he was glad 
to communicate and do good, he was not am- 

birious-to diſplay any ſuperior greatneſs, or good- 
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neſs. He was ſubſtantially good, my any . 
pearances of ſanctity. 

How even was his temper and ak} bis es. 
portment The ſame unaffected chearfulneſs and 
ſedateneſs appeared in him at all times, and upon 
all occaſions. In the courſe of his miniſtry he 
went through ſome trying ſcenes, as you can wit- 
neſs; but in every inſtance, acquitted himſelf 
with propriety and honor. The truth is, reaſon 
and grace had the aſcendancy fre paſſion 5 


hence, none of the things he ſu ered, greatly 


moved him. A | 
A Similar everttieſs and Readineſs 3 | 
his character as a friend. He himſelf not being 


Fel che ſeitiC- of ungoverned diſquieting paſſions, 


his friends ever found him the ſame agreeable 
companion, in a full enjoyment of himſelf and 
in a good capacity to enjoy them. And his 
friendſhip was eaſily procured and maintained, 
tor where he diſcerned in any, true worth, he rea- 
dily overlooked, not only little defects with re- 


ſpect to a proper decorum of behavior, but even 


conſiderable failures ; covering all with a mantle 


'of love. And even in matters of opinion, he 


maintained the fame kind of ſteadineſs. He was 
not to be carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, by the ſleight of men. With him novel 


indefenſible tenets met with no reception There 
are fe-w men who are diligent and ee en- 
quirers aftes truth, as he was, and that lay their 
minds open to conviction, as he did, whoſe creed. 
for ſo long a period as his miniſtry, does not un- 
| dergo a greater change than did his, in the ſame | 
term of time. He was deliberate, ſuſpended his 
judgment, weighed a thing, long and cooly ; 
weighed it on all ſides, before ke. formed. his. 
judgment, but having once formed it, he was 
not eaſily moved. 
Io all which 1 ſubjoin, he poſleſſed a good 
meaſure of chriſtian fortitude. To his © faith, he 
added virtue,” or courage. Never was he known, 
I believe, through fear of man, to keep back in 
his preaching, any thing of great and eſſential 
importance toreligion. Indeed, from prudential 
. reaſons, he did not, from the beginning of his 
_ miniſtry, make a buſineſs of inculcating certain 
ſentiments of his, relating to ſome controverſial, 
leſs important doctrines of our religion. But 
upon his affairs taking ſuch a turn, as led him 
to think it was time to ſpeak, he, at the hazard 
ol his reputation as a clergyman, and conſequent· 
iy of his living, ſtood forth, and held thoſe ſenti- 
ments up to view, in, I believe, a full and undiſ- 
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guiſed manner, and the event was happy. Bur 


I may not be more particular. 


Ar rx all that hath been ſaid in favor of the 
excellent man, I would not be thought to ima- 
ine that he, while here, attained to perfecti- 

Of this 1 have no idea. Perſection is the 
ee of heaven, not of earth. Sacred 
hiſtory tells us of the < ſpirits of juſt men og 
made perfect there, not here. | 

No queſtion: your lare worthy paſtor, while ha | 
was yet with us, was deeply ſenſible of many 
weakneſſes and imperfections, both conſidered as 
a chriſtian and a miniſter. Vea, it may be, that 
he was conſcious of ſome real faults and follies; 
for which he needed mercy from God, and cha- 
rity from men. It was well if he did not ſome- 
times fail; as to the virtues by which his charac- 
ter was moſt diſtinguiſhed. If he did not, he 


was the only inſtance; perhaps, of this ſort, that 


can be produced. But n-twithſtanding ; it is 
true of him, he walked with God, ſo as to pleaſe 
him and be accepted of him, thro! the aton ing ſa- 
crifice of the great Redeemer. The character 
belonged to him in the ſame qualified ſenſe, that 
it did to other great and good perſons, of whom we 
read in the book of God: in the ſame qualified ſenſe 


that it did to Zacharias and Elizabeth, of whom 
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1 is lid cc that they wer both righteous before 
God, walking in all his ordinances and command- | 
0 ments, blameleſs. —Zuke 1. 6. | 
In what have been faying concerning our dei 
departed friend, our attention has been principal- 
ly confined to his morals. To theſe the ſubject 
naturally led me. It may, however, be ex- 
pected, upon this occaſion, that ſome notice be 
taken of his parts and erudition. Upon this 
head, I would eee offer ſomething very 
| briefly. 385 | 
Tas God of nature was liberal in his donations 5 
to him, furniſhing him with ſtrong mental pow- 
ers. His _—_ ſtrength of genius was, ho 
doubt, confi erably above what is common to 
men. And being favored with a liberal educa- 
tion and with many happy privileges for accu- 
mulating knowledge, which he made the beſt of, 
he even, in early life, became very reſpectable as a 
man of learning. Few were more capable of 
ſhining as an original writer ; perhaps none, as a 
controverſial one. I muſt limit my obſervations 
mainly to his accompliſhments as a Divine. | 
He was a graceful ſpeaker, in the opinion of 
all proper judges, a good pulpit orator. His 
Sy voice was not loud, but clear and audible, ſoft 
and Plau 2, . to on moſt delicate car. His 
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delivery was not vehement, but grave, ſerious 
and affectionate at times very affectionate. He 
was poſſeſſed of tender affections, and could ad- 
dreſs the paſſions with gd ſucceſs; with the 

better ſucceſs, as his application to them was na- 
tural, and without art. His ſermons were excel- 


lent, adapted to the loweſt capacities, and yet 
inſtructive to the higheſt, admirably calculated 
to diffuſe light and real goodneſs, The ſtile 
eaſy and natural; clear and ftrikihg ; not very 
elevated and flowery, nor low and flat; the per- 
ſpicuity of it can. never be too much admired. 

His fancy was lively, his invention fruitful ; en- 
abling him to pray with eaſe, pertinence; and 
variety, on all occaſions. His judgment was ſo- 
lid and penetrating, This ſeems to have been 
his predominant power. While the reſt were ex 
cellent, this ſurpaſſed them all. Ideas lay clear 
in his mind; and in his compoſitions were nice- 
ly arranged. His arguments were well choſen, 
and managed to the greateſt advantage; hence, 
in the opinion of the beſt judges, he was an ex- 
cellent compoſuiſt. His publications in gener- 
al, and more eſpecially thoſe upon which he be- 
ſtowed much labor, are, as I conceive, maſterly 
productions, ingenious enough to do honor to the 
moſt dignified prelate in Chriſtendom. The more 
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they are read, and the better they: are denden 
fo much the more they are eſteemed. In a word, 
his greatneſs and his virtues ſat him in a con- 
ſpicvous point of view, and gained him the eſ- 
teem and love of mankind. They indeed, who 
knew him beſt, loved him moſt. And I can 
hardly think that any good man, upon a tho- 
raugh acquaintance with his character, could 
have denied him à particular place in his affecti- 
ons. Thoſe words primarily addreſſed to the 
prophet Daniel, do eminently apply to him. 
« O man greatly beloved.” I can dwell no 
wg upon this agreeable theme. | 
Uron a general review of this engaging 
portrait, ſundry things, both ſeaſonable and uſe. 
ful, offer themſelves to our thoughts ; ; a few of 
which vive 1 me leave now to point out. 
Hue you ſee, and in a light truly affeAing, 
your obligations, as a ſociety, of love and grati- 
tude to God. A good miniſter, of but ordinary 
gifts, is a rich bleſſing to a people. The rich- 
neſs of the bleſſing, however, muſt riſe in pro- 
proportion to the miniſter's accompliſhments, 
and conſequently, a people's obligation of love 
and thankfulneſs to him from whom comes eve- 
ry good gift. How then ſhould your hearts a- 
ſcend to God in 2 affections and thankſ- 
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giviiga for ſending you your late 8 and pro- 
tracting his en w you for. ſo many 


Fears ! Fo Ie is 4 
Acai, the 5 Dade, neceſſarily awakens. in | 
us a high eſtimation of the greatneſs of the Joſs 
ſuſtained, and prompts us cordially to condole 
with the moprning family, &c. Were there 
nothing. diſtinguiſhing 1 in their departed friend, 
we could do no leſs' than pity, them, and drop _ 
over them the ſympathetic tear, How then 
ſhould we now feel for, and our bowel n 0 
ver then! | 
WII you then, my dear Sand permit me to 
addreſs you in a few words. How hard do you 
find parting with ſo worthy a character, with 
whom you have lived in the moſt entire friend 
ſhip, and in the ſweeteſt interchange of all kind 
offices! Is it not like rending a limb from the 


body? But I forbear, for I do not wiſh to rener 


your grief, by laying open a wound too tender to 


admit of the gentleſt touch, without painful ſen- 


ſations. You have need of patience. And may 


that God, who is ſtiled love, and of whom we are 


aſſured that he is very pitiful to them that are af- 
flicted and caſt down, compaſſionate your condi- 
tion, and furniſh you with the grace of patience 
and every other grace which your afflicted ſtate 
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requires.” / While you employ your thoughts 
upon ſuch conſiderations as are beſt adapted 
to afford relief; may the Spirit of Almighty 
God ſet them home upon your hearts, and 
may your affliction have the moſt ſalutary and 
happy effects: may it yield you the peaceable 
fruits in this life; and prove the means of your 
ring high in the ſcale of future bleſſedneſs. 

I would further obſerve, that this ſtriking cha- 
pu ith is adapted to awaken in your minds, my 
brethren of this ſociety, a pleaſing remembrance - 
of your paſt friendſhip. to your miniſter; | „ 

CoxstokRINx GG what he was; a recollection of 
your kind treatment of him during the whole 
cCourſe of his miniſtry, muſt afford you pleaſure, 
ſuch acts eſpecially as were eminently expreſſive 
of love and friendſhip. Will you allow me to 
point out one or two of this kind? Notwith- 
ſtanding the great and good things that formed 

the character of this man of God, time was, when 
the clouds thickened. about him, and his affairs 
put on a moſt threatning gloomy aſpect. I re- 
fer to the time when a cry of hereſy was raiſed 
againſt him, and a formidable combination at- 
tacked him, conſiſting of perſons well meaning, 
but ſtrangely nuſguided. Did, you then pity 
him, aſſiſt and encourage him in thoſe noble 
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the eſtabliſhment of his character and to the diſs 


appointment and confuſion of his opponents? 
And very lately, when he was ſinking under the 
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exertions which brought him off ah honor, to 


weight of years and bodily infirmities, ſo that all 


hope of his being further uſeful in a public ca- 


pacity was taken away, did you then comfort his 
heart, and revive his ſinking ſpirits, by ſecuring 


to him an honorable ſupport through life ? What 


a ſenſible pleaſure does the remembrance of thele 


kindneſſes to your friend now afford you; eſpe- | 


cially when viewed in connexion with the wor- - 


thineſs of his character! 


EncovRaoctd by this recent inſtance of your 2 
kindneſs, ſuffer me to exhort you, that you do 
not leave off your kindneſs to the dead; but 
continue it, by ſhewing kindneſs to the living; 
I mean to the ſurviving relatives of your decea- 
ſed paſtor. You cannot but feel for them, when 
you conſider what a friend they have loſt, not 
only one who in his own perſon was moſt enga- 
ging, but one to whom they looked up, as under 
God, the great Source of their comfortable ſub. - 
ſiſtence. Let not your compaſſion be of the 

uſeleſs kind, ſhewing itſelf merely in good words 
and wiſhes, but let it be uſeful, expreſſing itſelf 


ia kind offices and beneficent acts. Your and 
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dear to you, can you forget his family, more ei- 
pecially her who ſtood in the neareſt relation to 
him ! May your benefactions be ſuch a to come 
up for a memorial before God. May they enti- 


tle you to the bleſſing given Boaz.” © Bleſſed be 
he of the Lord, who hath not left off his kind- 
neſs to the living and to the dead.” Ruth. 2. 20; 


I may alſo obſerve, the character points out 
the duty of mourning, and may ſerve, inſtead of 
a thouſand aha to Perſuade u us to the ""_ 
rice of M. | 7 

Nor to hay to heart the dend of ſo great and fo 
good a character, would favor of a ſtupid, unchriſ- 


tian temper, which God forbid you ſhould poſſeſs: , 


It was a prevailing cuſtom, if not a law in Ifra- 
el, to carry their mourning high indeed upon ſuch 
occaſions. When a perſon, who ſtood diſtin- 
guiſhed for a firſt character, made his exit, there 
was every appearance of grief, and many times 


much of the reality. The firſt chriſtians gave 
into the cuſtom. Do we not read, that devout 


men carried St. Stephen to his burial and made 
Ai 4 5 : 3 9 * 
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| their late Wen die relation can receive ho tur⸗ | 
cher help from you in theſe ways, but theſe his 
friends may, who were dear to him, next to his 
own ſoul. Will you not do them good, for his: 
ſake ? So long as Ds. TUCKER's memory is 
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great 88 over bim k. Beſide, reaſon 
favors the practice, if not carried too high. 
Should you not then indulge to grief? Do not 
treat the providence as a ſlight correction. Hum- : 
ble yourſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
with weeping and movrning; but at the ſame 
* beware that you do not exceed. We 
Tus truth is, the afflictive diſpenſation hath, a 
bright as well as dark fide. In one view, it 
calls to mourning, while in the other it ſeem 
rather to call to rejoicing. - When we conli- 
der your paſtor as in a qualified ſenſe, a finiſhed 
character, a great bleſſing to the world, by diffu- 
fing truth and righteouſneſs ; turning away wrath 
and drawing down Divine bleſſings —in this view 
of the matter, we may well mourn. for him, 
or rather for ourſelves. Qur hearts can be ſcarce- 
ly too deeply penetrated with grief. But upon 
turning our attention to the bright ſide of the 
diſpenſation and conſidering for a moment, the 
alleviating circumſtances attending it, we imme- 
diately find our minds comforted and our tears 
dried up. Among theſe the eafineſs of his paſ- 
ſage out of this world may deſerve juſt men- 
tioning. He eſcaped thoſe terrible pains and 
convulſions which the generality of good men 
undergo in their laſt moments. The preſump- 
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tion is, that he found himſelf i in the world 
off ſpirits, without being ſenſibly hurt: It may 
admit of doubt, whether he underwent more in 
the very finiſhing ſcene of life, than Enoch did 
in his tranſlation. The Patriarch, it muſt be 
ſuppoſed, experienced a change, ſomething ſimĩ- 
lar to what they will undergo who ſhall be found 
alive at the coming of Chriſt. This, as is ima- 
gined, will be attended with eaſe, which no doubt 
it will in a comparative ſenſe; but yet it may be 
as diſtreſſing to nature as to go away in ſleep, 
vithout being ſenſible of the ſmalleſt injury. 
Axorhzx alleviating conſideration is, that 
the good man had exceeded what is uſually. call- 
. ed the common boundary of human life, and 
lived until his diforders of body became fuch as 
to quite incapacitate him for any further public 
ſervice for God or his generation. But the moſt 
comfortable conſideration of all is, GOD hath 
taken him. This, alone, is enough to ſuppreſs 
all exceſſes of grief; yea, it muſt and ought to 
Make joy ſpring up in ſorrow. And it does, as 
to every mourner here preſent. It is with heart- 
felt gladneſs that you lift up your eyes to the 
everlaſting hills, and conſider your friend as a 
bright inhabitant of the celeſtial world. With 
what comfort and pleaſure do you follow him, in 


\ 


* 
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1 your thoughts, to Hide” glorious bn that 
' | 13 PN ſafe retreat from all the ſtorms and tempeſts of 
= - . this: there forever to be freed from all evil 
|| Ft things, from all temptations and ſorrows, from 
if All pains of body and mind, and exulting in 
= happineſs, a happineſs which lately had a begin 
* | | ning, but will know no end: a happineſs ade- 
= i: quate to his largeſt capacities; and that will run 
1 : parallel with the line of eternity! © | 
i JA Aub you may, think, with delight; contidet 
him in the exerciſe of that ſpirit of benevolence - 


| | which fo diſtinguiſhed. his character while here, 


as expecting with pleaſure your ſpeedy arrival 

where he is, tö live again with him in the ſweet- 
ig eſt fellowſhip and communion, and to ſhare the 
ineſtimable bieſüng⸗ of the Redeemer's 8 5 ct 
1 chaſe. 
A | Lie me add. The chabadis ther now enga- 
1 ges our pleaſing attention, ſhould ſweetly allure 
W! Ars to an imitation of it, that we may be prepared 
1 to follow our deceaſed friend. This feeins to be * 
j | | the moſt important point of inſtruction. To do 
'q this, would be to make a proper improvement of 
"| the character. Permit me, then, earneſtly to en- 
4 treat you to copy the example of him, whom you 
1 . ſ juſtly eſteemed, and prepare to follow him 
1 into the world of retribution. Walk with God, 
i 
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as M aid; elevate your views above this world, 
| and live by faith, lead the life of heaven, here 
on earth. As. a ſtimulus, have your eyes much 
to the charming example. And you would do 
well, often to enter into a ſerious and deep recol- 
leftion of the doctrities and duties he taught yous 
together with the motives by which: he enforce 
them. Do not forget, my hearers, that you muſt 


account at the impartial tribunal of Chriſt, for 
the manner in which you improve the example 


of this his ſervant, and for the inſtructions he 
hath given you. | 

Wzzz your aſcended RY Sorigiiied to ad- 
ceſs you, from thoſe happy ſeats, where he now 
dwells; would he not ſay, prepare, O my dear 
friend. — prepare to put off your bodies and fol- 


low me ? Imitate my example, as far as 1 did that 


of Chriſt, and ſo weigh and lay to heart the in- 
| tereſting doctrines and inſtructions with which 
1 followed you for many years, as yet to make 
me an inſtrument of your ſalvation?” How 
happy would be the figal reſult of acting upon 
ſuch advice | how happy to yourſelves, and to 
your pious departed miniſter ! how would he re- 
Joice over, and with you, at the ſecond appearance 
of the Lord Jeſus, that he had not, with reſ- 
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pet to you © dear people of his charge ce run 


in vain, nor labored in vain ! 12 
I cannot cloſe, without juſt obſerving * 
you all well know, that your preſent condition, 


on ſome accounts, is unhappy. Lou are as 


ſheep; not having a ſhepherd,” expoſed to the 
attacks of deſigning men ; and of falling into 
ſtrife, and diviſions among yourſelves ; to the 
wounding religions and the great injury of your 
beſt intereſt; All the well wiſhers to Zion among 
us, are full of concern for you: Do, my hearers, 


be concerned for yourſelves, and watch, guard, 


and pray that you may eſcape the evils which 


threaten you. Study the things which make for 


peace, harmony, ſweetneſs of temper. In the 
important affair of the re- ſettlement of a goſpel- 
miniſter, conduct with the utmoſt lenity and pru- 
dence. Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or 
yain glory, but manage the whole matter in the 
exerciſe of that meekneſs, condeſcenſion and 
love, which have been ſo long, and ſo well ex- 
emplified to you in the life of your deceaſed 
friend. And while you are not wanting to your - 
ſelves in the exerciſe of wiſdom, prudence and 
charity, be looking beyond yourſelves, to the Fa- 
ther - of light ind. mercy, and depending upon 
him, to over-rule and guide you in the choice of 
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2 miniſter. Yea, be importunate in your prayers 
to God, to guide you to the man, who will be an 
inſtrument in his hand, of promoting truth, righ- 
teouſneſs and holineſs among you. In this way, 
you may hope for a bleſſing. That it will pleaſe 
the God and F ather of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, to ſet a man over 
the church and congregation here, who will be 
an ineſtimable welling | to you, and your chil- 
dren. 


FINALLY, BRETHREN, FAREWELL, 
BE PERFECT, BE OF GOOD COM- 
FORT, BE OF ONE MIND, 
LIVE IN PEACE, AND 
THE GOD OF LOVE 
AND PEACE 
SHALL BE 
WITH 
YOU, 
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DIES PST ESA OOTY, ROT NG 
THE FOLLOWING CHARACTER” OF THE 
| REV. DR. TUCKER, DRAWN: BY AN- 
THER HAND, is TAKEN FROM THE 
5 PUBLIC PRINTS; AND HERE ADDED, 
25 BY PAR TICULAR DESIRE, 1 Oy 


. Newbury Old. Town, April 2; 1792. 
EARL Y on the morning of the 22d. ult. 
departed this life, the Rev. Dr Pr. JOHN TUC 
ER, in the 73d year of bis 6 age, and 47h of bis 
miniſtry.— On the 24th he Was interred, with the 


higheſt: marks of reſpert, and warn altathment. 
Beſide bis deareſt connexions, and an aſfettionate 


church and people, be was attended to the bouſe 
by the Truſtees, Preceptor 
and Pupils of Dummer Academy, and many of the 
neighbouring clergy” * gentry. Previous to the 
interment, a ſolemn and affeftionate ſermon, was 


preached by the Rev. Mr. WEBSTER of Saliſbury, 


bis friend and companion in age, and the miniſtry. 

It pleaſed the great Author of every good gift, 
to afford bim a large capacity of mind. His ap- 
prebenſion wwas clear, imagination lively, and Judg- 
ment ſound. Although bis conſtitution was flen- 
der, and health feeble, through a great part of : 
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F ife, Yet . Was ble, for many Years, 10 s purſue he 
Pudies with great cloſeneſs and attention. Here 
bis natural accompliſhments were trengthened od 


improved ; and. being ſanZified by the grace of * 


„ 


God, be was eminently fitted for that important 


ation, in which he was placed, and of which, 
for more than farty-ſix years, he was ſo great an 


e an ornament. Being thus furniſhed with 


75 large 4 ſhare of knowledge, human and Divine, 


be with great proprizty and fidelity, di i/charged 


the al ifferent parts of the miniſterial office. 

In prayer Be greatly excelled. His prayers were 
Frrinus and pathetic, pertinent and various. 

His diſcourſes were accurate and ſenſible, but 
perſpicuons and infruFive, and adapted: to the 
meaneſt capacities. He was a diligent enquirer 
after truth. He called no man Rabbi, for one 
was bis Maſter, i in heaven, even Chriſt. What Jay 


tbe oracles of God? was bis enquiry ; his opini- ; 


ons in reli gion reſulted therefrom. Theſe did, no 
doubt, in ſome things, differ from the world at 
large : and while his mind was too fair and up- 
right, to diſgu iſe them,” yet be conducted with 
great prudence, and did not think himſelf obliged 
| openly and publicly to proclaim them. But when, 
from certain circumſtances in providence, it became 
neceſſary he ſhould be more explicit, nothing could 
prevent bim from honeſtly declaring them. _ 
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He. fat down and counted the coft. And though 
Be could not but think be muſt be expoſed to much 
v2loguy and reproach ; and though, at that period, 
Bis fituation in domeſtic life, was ſucb, as might 
Bave Jubjeed him to great difficulties, yet he con- 


a . not with fleſh and blood, but preached plain- 


3 
* * 
1 
\ 


. what be believed. In this trying ſituation, We 
_ beheld the man. 

Although he felt bis pate; yet as his 9 | 
juſtified his principles and conduct, and as he knew 
he was accountable to bis Maker for what he be- 


lieved and taught ; that by his unerring Judgment 


he was to be tried, and by hin hoped to be appro- 
ved, he poſſeſſed his mind with firmneſs and peace, 
and roſe ſuperior to all his difficulties. | 
This did not, however, render him inaktive. — 
Placed in ſuch circumſtances, he thought it his du- 
ty to exerciſe the abilities with which God had 
bleſſed him, and that, for vindicating his character 
and opinions, and ſetting them in a juſt light. 
When then be engaged in controverſy, he reaſon- 
ed in a ſtrong and maſterly, but cool and diſpaſſion- 
ate manner: and thought it allowable to indulge 
his natural humor, and that vein of ſatire, which 
be in a great degree poſſeſſed ; and which be would 


no have given ſcope to, but to put euthuſiaſm, ſu- 


perſtition and bigatry out of countenance ; and 
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be thoſe 'to themſel ves, who, ande- pretence of 
honoring God, had a. zeal, withoat knowledge, 4 
valor, without di ifcretion ; and who, while they ap- 


prebended they were doing ſervice to the cauſe of | 
religion, were ſmiting a fellow chriſtian. And it 


had a moſt bappy effett. It fixed bim in the aſſecti- 
on of his people, procured bim the efteem of the 


learned, judicious and liberal, and be triumpbed 


over all oppoſition. T. be corporation of Harvard 
Untver/ity, from their knowledge and eſteem of bis 


 chara#ter for piety and literature, honored bim and : 
| themſelves, by giving bim a diploma for a decto- 


rate in divinity. | 
His converſation and life were ruh exemplary. 


He was favored with a moſt CY Ai ipofiti- 


en; his temper was remarkably Placid and even. 
And being poſſeſſed of a rational and ſolid piety, it 
influenced his whote conduct; gave a "confi Rency 


and uniformity 10 his character, and made him ap- 


pear amiable in all relations of life. He was the 
kind buſband—the tender parent —the affeionate 
friend and agreeable companion. He appeared to 
the greateſt advantage in his public and miniſterial, 


as well as private and chriſtian character. He 
was an example of believers, in coverſation, in 


charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity : Poſſeſſed a 
| tender concern for the happineſs of his flock, and, 
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4 Pats FP permit, viſited, ee EY ; I 
# comforted them. Aud they * were Bit AK" bow.” © Þ 
| bolth, juſtly ond unblaneably be behaved bimſelf . 

| among t "them. "This was indeed ſo conſpicuous, that IT — 
even * thoſe who ai Hered from bin in ſentiment, 3 
could not bui acknowledge it.” He could ibirifare, 

in the day of trial, with the rel. chearfu 120% 

and confidence Crbough- with 4 thmper far from. 
| beaſting 3 appeal to' them, as + bis. doris and 0 
bife 3 that be: bad aimed to Frome pure and un oe 
defiled religion l zel what he taught, and never 85 
. ſpared himſelf, to promote their beſt intereſt.” 
toben allowances are made for the ſrailties a 
imper feftions of human nature, there was EP 
am one whoſe life was more irreproachable. 


5 pleaſed Gon for fome | years to make Jicknefs D 
bis conflant monitor ; and for the laſt meatbs of 
his life, to take bim wholly off from bis Public la- 
bers. This be Jubmitted to with greet patience 
and reſignation, as from the hand of Gad. His 
trials prepared him for the important change- ” 
ripened bim for the heavenly inberitance ; his lin 
 epere girt, and his lamp burning ; ; and when call 
ed a. midnight, be was ready, and Huy, Paſſed "lf 
to the joy of bis Lord. 7 859 3 
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